CHAPTER   VI

HITLERISM VERSUS
STRASSERISM

AFTER my first meeting with Hitler nothing that
Gregor could say had persuaded me to join the Party.

When occasion arose I gave my brother advice.
I observed at close quarters the progress and the back-
slidings of the Nazi leaders. I felt that the National-
Socialist idea was the only thing that could regenerate
my country, but I refused to collaborate openly with
men of whom Adolf Hitler was the undisputed leader.
I had seen him at work, and had formed my judgment.

But in 1925 the situation took on a new aspect.
Hitler, released from prison, resumed his leadership
of the movement in South Germany. The North,
however, was partly closed to him. He was banned
from speaking in any of the Prussian provinces.

Hitler was aware of Gregor's organizing ability, his
popularity with the workers and his fundamental
honesty. He asked him to take charge of the National-
Socialist movement in North Germany, and offered
him complete freedom of action.

Once more my brother asked me to help him. In
these circumstances I consented, and in the spring of
1925 I became a member of the Party.

During Hitler's imprisonment I had contributed to
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